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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

January 15, 2023

Welcome To Worship
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here. 
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.

It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes 
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also 
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the 
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening 
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find these things and 
answer any other questions.

Service Notes For This Sunday
For centuries the priests of Israel offered sacrifices to God for sin. Over and over blood 
flowed, testifying that the penalty of sin was death. But over and over a substitute 
stood in the place of the sinner. Countless animals died under the priestly knife as 
generations of the faithful brought lamb after lamb to the temple.

This week we see the Lamb that God himself was bringing to the temple. This was the Lamb 
that God himself would sacrifice. In the great act that would remove our condemnation, the 
Messiah took our sins, stood in our place, and died as the substitute for sinful mankind. This 
was the fulfillment of the entire sacrificial system. Every lamb and goat and bird pointed to God’s 
Lamb who takes away our sin. 

The heart that sees his Savior willingly becoming the Lamb cannot help but take this news of 
salvation to the ends of the earth.

Today’s service includes a celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. For personal 
preparation, consider using the Questions for Examination on page 10 of this service folder or 
Christian Questions on page 295 of the blue hymnal.  

Copyright Information
Setting Three from Christian Worship. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New 
International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights 
reserved worldwide. Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. Created by Christian Worship: 
Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 
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The Service: Setting Three
Setting Three begins on page 188 of the hymnal.

Welcome

Hymn 550 Lamb of God

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just 
    and will forgive us our sins 
    and purify us from all unrighteousness.
 
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father, 
    I am sinful by nature 
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. 
    I have not loved you with my whole heart; 
    I have not loved others as I should. 
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever. 
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins 
        with his innocent suffering and death. 
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who 
gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called 
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Lord, Have Mercy CW 190

Tune: © 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
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Glory to God in the Highest CW 191
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Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman. Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

The Word
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray. Almighty God, you gave your only Son to be the light of the world. Grant that your 
people, illumined by your Word and sacraments, may shine with the radiance of Christ’s glory, 
that he may be known, praised, and trusted to the ends of the earth; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Be seated
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First Reading Isaiah 49:1–6
The Servant of the Lord would suffer like a sacrificial lamb; but that suffering would display 
God’s splendor to the entire world.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day 40A LORD, Come to My Aid
Please join to sing the refrain and the “Glory be…”

I waited patiently / for the LORD;
    he turned to me and / heard my cry.
        Many, LORD my God, are the wonders / you have done;
            were I to tell of your deeds, they would be too many / to declare.
 
Sacrifice and offering you did / not desire;
    burnt offerings and sin offerings you did / not require.
        Then I said, “Here I am, I have come—it is written about me / in the scroll.
            I desire to do your will, my God; your law is with- / in my heart.”    Refrain
 
Do not withhold your mercy / from me, LORD;
    may your love and faithfulness always pro- / tect me.
        You are my help and my de- / liverer;
            you are my God, do / not delay. 
 
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
    and to the Holy / Spirit,
        as it was in the be- / ginning,
            is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain
Tune: Mark Haas. Setting: Mark Haas. Music: © 2016 Mark Haas. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
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Second Reading Colossians 2:6–15
The Lamb of God had flesh and blood which could be sacrificed, but that sacrifice would be 
divine and powerful.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Gospel Acclamation 1 John 2:2

Pastor sings:
Jesus Christ is the atoning sacrifice / for our sins,
and not only for ours but for the sins of the / whole world.

Refrain
Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Gospel John 1:29–41
John the Baptist points to Jesus as the Lamb of God, thus summarizing God’s plan of salvation.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

Children’s Message

Hymn of the Day 375 Arise and Shine in Splendor

Sermon The Well-________ Servant of the Lord

Stand
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Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin 
Mary, and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 
end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who 
has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be seated

Connect Card

Prayer of the Church
Today, the prayer will be offered by individual petitions. Each petition will end this way:

Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
 
The final petition will end this way:

...who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Offering
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of 
thanks to him.  If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an 
electronic option, you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will 
connect you with our website’s giving page.

Musical Offering By No Other Name
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The Sacrament

Stand

Preface CW 199

Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman. Tune: © 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Questions for Examination 
† Do I believe that I am a sinner in need of forgiveness?
† Do I believe that Jesus died on the cross to win forgiveness for me?
† Do I believe that Jesus offers his true body and blood with the bread and wine in this sacrament?
† Do I believe this sacrament strengthens my faith and strengthens me to live a God-pleasing life?
† Am I a member of a church that belongs to the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) or 

Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS)? 
† If you answered “no” to any of these questions, please hold off on communing with us today. 

Following worship, one of the pastors would be happy to explain why we ask you to do this. 
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It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lived among us 
as a human being and revealed his glory as your only Son, full of grace and truth. Therefore, 
with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their 
glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 200

Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman. Tune: © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Blessed are you, Lord God, eternal King and gracious Father. In love you made us the crown of 
your creation. In mercy you planned our salvation. In grace you sent your Son to redeem us 
from sin.
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We remember and give you thanks that your eternal Son, Jesus Christ, became flesh and made 
his dwelling among us, that he willingly placed himself under law to redeem those under law, 
that he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death on a cross, that he has destroyed 
death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.
 
Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood in this Sacrament. Forgive our sins, increase 
our faith, strengthen our fellowship, and deepen our longing for the day when Christ will 
welcome us to his eternal feast. Praise and thanks and honor and glory be to you, O God our 
Father, and to your Son and to the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
 hallowed be your name,
 your kingdom come,
 your will be done
  on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
 as we forgive those
 who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
 and the glory are yours
 now and forever. Amen.

Words of Institution
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, which 
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
 
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 
is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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Lamb of God CW 202

Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman
Tune: © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Be seated

Distribution

Distribution Hymn 814 Just as I Am, without One Plea

Distribution Hymn 676 Take and Eat
Please join to sing the refrain.
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Stand

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving-kindness you sent your Son to share 
our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this 
Sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by 
your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Hymn 380 Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun
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Take Home Questions

1.  Isaiah 49:1-6 is the second of four Servant Songs in Isaiah (the others are 42:1-7; 
50:4-9; and 52:13-53:12). Read each of these “songs” this week, asking yourself, 
“How do these words point me ahead to Jesus—who he is; what he did; what it all 
means for me?”

2. Colossians 2:8 encourages us to watch out for human philosophy and empty deceit, 
especially because those things can convince us that Jesus is not who he claimed to 
be. What are some such teachings or worldviews that currently exist which demean 
the work and person of Christ?

3. The Gospel account for today could very well have ended at verse 34; John (the 
Gospel writer) could have gone on to the next “scene.” For what reasons is it 
important that verses 35 through 41 are included? Think about what we learn in these 
verses about the people involved.

4. The words of Psalm 40 might cause some issues for Christians as we read them. 
While we relate to them in some ways, there are some points at which we might say, 
“That could never be me. I’m too sinful.” However, try reading the Psalm again 
(either in your Bible or the verses printed in the service folder) through the lens of the 
Servant, Jesus Christ. Then recall what the first sentence of Colossians 2:10 says and 
what that means for you as you read the Psalm and apply it to your life. 
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News & Announcements

This Sunday’s Bible Study:
God’ Natural Design 
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM
For the google meet link, contact a pastor.

What Does God Have to Say about Transgenderism  

For the last several decades, political and theological debates have centered on the LGBTQIA+ 
movement. In the past few years, the “T” for transgenderism seems to have taken center stage. 
From transgendered bathrooms, transgendered athletes, and celebrities who have seemingly 
“transitioned” from one gender to the other, the transgender movement has moved to the 
forefront of hot topic discussions! But what does God have to say about all of this? 

Teens and adults are welcome to come between services on Sunday mornings (about 9:15-10:15) 
to discuss the matters surrounding transgenderism. Today’s topic is God’s natural design. We 
will also look at how and why the world has exchanged the truth of God’s Word for a lie; 
discussing transgenderism with your children; and standing up for the truth. Please bring your 
questions pertaining to the transgender movement. If you are unable to attend any session, you 
can download the lesson guide on our website, stpaulswr.org/bible-study. If you let Pastor 
Proeber know ahead of time, he can record the audio and email a file the Monday following.

Foundations of the Faith Workshops Jan. 21 | 8:30 AM

Our Foundations of the Christian Faith course begins on Saturday. The 
course will be held workshop-style over four Saturday mornings every 
other week, so you aren’t committing to every weekend. The dates are 
Jan. 21, Feb. 4, Feb. 18, and Mar. 4 from 8:30 am – 12:30 pm.  We hope 
to provide onsite childcare. Plus there will be snacks and a lunch each 
day.  This course is essential for those interested in joining our church 
family. Scan the QR code to register, or contact Pastor Plagenz at 
pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org or 920-689-3036.     

Christmas Decorations Coming Down TodayJan. 15 | 11:45 AM

If you are able, we would appreciate you helping to take down the Christmas 
decorations after the second service today. Lots of hands make it go faster, so 
please consider helping out.
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Youth to Gather Today Jan. 15 | 11:45 AM

St. Paul's Youth (SPYs) will be gather the cafeteria at approximately 11:45 today.  Lunch will be 
served and "The Chosen" will be shown during this time.  Afterward, we will be gathering ideas 
for activities to take place in the upcoming months.  Finally, we will wrap things up by spending 
a bit of free time in the gym until 2:00 or 2:30.  Anyone in high school (grades 9-12) is welcome 
to share in the food, fellowship, and fun!  

Choir Practices Resume Jan. 16 | 4:30 PM

After taking a few weeks off for the holidays, our choir will resume their practices this Monday, 
Jan. 16.  They meet in the balcony at 4:30 pm, so if you want to see if this is a good fit for you just 
go to the balcony. We can always use more voices in the choir!

Quarterly Voters Meeting Jan. 23 | 6:30 PM

The Quarterly Voters’ meeting will be held on Monday, Jan. 23 at 6:30 pm. All members of the 
congregation are invited to hear our ministry at St. Paul’s.

Help with Food Service or Childcare for the Workshops 
We are holding four “workshops” for prospective members. Help is needed to prepare and serve 
snacks and lunch. We also need people to provide onsite childcare. The dates are Jan. 21, Feb. 4, 
Feb. 18, and Mar. 4 from 8:30 am – 12:30 pm. If you can help on any of these days, please contact 
Pastor Plagenz at pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org or 920-689-3036.     

Another Youth Night Jan. 22 | 5:50-8:30 pm

Next Sunday, Jan. 22 is the next area WELS Youth Night. Experience an inspiring evening of 
games, music, prayer, Bible message, small group discussion, and fun with high school youth 
(grades 9-12) from WELS congregations across the area. Pizza will be provided!  The event is 
free, and teens are encouraged to invite a friend.  While the event is held at Northland Lutheran 
High School, it is not just for Northland students; teens from all schools are invited!  A link for 
sign up can be found at mysaintpeter.org.

WELS Night with the Wisconsin Herd Jan. 28 | 7:00 PM

The Wisconsin Herd welcomes WELS members for a night out at Oshkosh Arena 
as the Herd takes on the Greensboro Swarm. (The Wisconsin Herd is a professional 
basketball team in the NBA G League and affiliated with the Milwaukee Bucks.) 
The game is on Saturday Jan. 28 at 7:00 pm. All WELS members will be invited 
onto the court post-game for a group photo, to shoot free throws, and to receive 

autographs with the Herd team. Tickets start at just $10 and there is an option to add-on a “WELS 
Night with the Herd” t-shirt. Visit https://fevo.me/welsherd for tickets
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Richer Marriage Workshop Feb. 4

At “Richer Marriage,” you and your spouse will learn to improve you communication, move 
through your conflict, improve your financial relationship, and grow your sexual intimacy. Come 
to Trinity Lutheran Church of the Town of Berlin (located near Merrill, WI) on Saturday, Feb. 4, 
from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. Snacks, refreshments, and a catered lunch (from Olive Garden) will 
be provided.  The cost is only $35 a couple.  To register, go to Eventbrite.com and search for 
“richer marriage.” If you have any questions or need help registering, call, text, or email Pastor 
Andy DeGier (920-471-1770 or pastorandydegier@gmail.com).

Sisters in Christ, Be Strong in the Lord Mar. 3-5

The Pathways to Christ Women’s Retreat will be held on March 3-5 at LaSure’s 
Hall in Oshkosh under the theme is “Be Strong in the Lord.” The retreat opens 
on Friday evening with a style show. On Saturday morning, speakers will 
address ways you can “put on the full armor of God.” The retreat concludes on 
Sunday with a Bible Study based on the hymn “O Church Arise” and a worship 
service. There will also be free-time, music, water aerobics, and lots of food. Additional 
information, can found at pathwaystochrist.org. If you don’t have internet access, the church 
office can provide you with a brochure.

Pastors at Conference Jan. 16-18

Our pastors (plus a couple of congregation members) will be attending the WELS National 
Leadership Conference in Chicago this Monday through Wednesday. If you have an emergency 
and need to contact a pastor, you can email them or call their cell phone. The pastors’ contact 
information is always listed on the back of the service folder.

Special Prayers This Week:
 Prayers of thanksgiving as Bryan Fiecko’s father is now at home recovering from 

successful bypass surgery. Pray for continued strength and healing.
 Mr. Justin Vilski was called to be our principal 
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Calendar January 15-22

Sunday 8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria 
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Bible Study Room
9:15 AM Sunday School for 3K thru 6th grade

10:30 AM Worship 
11:45 AM Take Down Christmas Decorations in the church

11:45 AM St. Paul’s Youth (SPYs) in the cafeteria

Monday 4:30 PM Choir Practice in the balcony

Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center 
4:30 PM Home School Basketball Games
6:30 PM Men’s Devotional Basketball in the gym
6:30 PM Stephen Ministers Peer Group in the Resource Center

 

Wednesday 8:55 AM School Chapel Service
6:30 PM Bible Book Group

Thursday 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
1:00 PM Newsletter Assembly in the Volunteer Workroom

Friday 5:30 PM Home School Basketball Games

Thursday 8:30 AM Foundations of the Christian Faith

Sunday    8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria 
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Bible Study Room
9:15 AM Sunday School for 3K thru 6th grade

10:30 AM Worship
5:30 PM WELS Youth Night at NLHS

Attendance & Offering Report  
Last Week’s Attendance:  215
Anticipated offerings YTD: $ 497,409
Actual offerings YTD:          $ 386,598
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www.stpaulswr.org

311 14th Ave S | Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 | 715-421-3634 | churchoffice@stpaulswr.org

Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz  | 920-689-3036  | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org 


